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for them on a larger scale, recently came into court
charged with having obtained from pharmaceutists
quantities of morphine in excess of those prescribed by
law for the ordinary patient who is, in addition, obliged
to obtain a weekly renewal of his medical prescription.
Five of these medical men, who appeared before the
judicial tribunal of the Seine, pleaded respectively gout,
an affection of the lungs, of the heart, of the nerves,
and of the kidneys, along with the right to treat their
own maladies themselves if they wished to do so. They
were acquitted by the tribunal, which recognised the
medical man’s right to obtain medicaments wholesale,
the verdict running, " the doctor who treats himself
does so in the exercise of his profession."

PRECANCEROUS LESIONS OF THE VULVA.

As the normal variations in the senile involution of
the vulva after the menopause have received but little
attention in anatomical and gynsecological literature
Dr. F. J. Taussig,l visiting gynaecologist to the Barnard
Free Skin and Cancer Hospital, St. Louis, has made a
careful study of the vulva in 100 women beyond the meno-
pause, noting the age, number of children, age at meno-
pause, general condition of the skin (dryness, elasticity,
freckles, keratosis, nsevi, &c.), and the local genital con-
dition (size of labia minora and clitoris, dryness, colour,
elasticity, scars, presence of vaginal discharge, &c.).
Apart from vulvar atrophy, all forms of which were
encountered in the normal vulvar skin at this age, four
distinct pathological conditions were found-viz., pruritus
vulvse, kraurosis vulvse, leukoplakic vulvitis, and carci-
noma. Pruritus, which in spite of frequent lack of
cleanliness was only rarely present, was not accom-
panied by vulvar atrophy and showed no tendency to
malignant changes. The elastic tissue was of normal
amount and distribution. Kraurosis vulvae was asso-
ciated with an extreme degree of vulvar atrophy and
also showed no tendency to malignant degeneration.
In leukoplakic vulvitis the skin changes consisted
primarily in an absorption of elastic tissue from the
uppermost layers of the corium of the vulva internal to
the hairy portion of the labia majora. Although
some writers have attributed leukoplakic vulvitis
to syphilis, the Wassermann reaction was positive
in only two of the present series of 19 cases, and
neither of these showed active syphilitic lesions.
Moreover, the disease is primarily one of old age,
whereas syphilis in an active form occurs chiefly in

younger persons. Leukoplakic degeneration shows a
marked tendency to malignant degeneration. Perruchet
found carcinoma in 16 out of 19 cases, and in Dr.

Taussig’s series 14 out of 20 cases developed carcinoma.
Among 9 cases in which carcinoma was present unasso-
ciated with leukoplakic vulvitis, in 2 tertiary syphilitic
ulceration was definitely associated with the cancerous
process, in 2 there was a definite history of trauma, in 1
the cancer developed from the edge of a typical
acuminate wart, and in 4 no setiological factor could be
found. 

___

THE WORK OF THE SCOTTISH BOARD OF

HEALTH.

THE first annual report of the Scottish Board of
Health, just issued, deals with the year 1919. Schemes
for housing are being satisfactorily prepared by local
authorities. In consideration of plans submitted, the
view has been taken that approval of houses of less
than three rooms would not be justifiable excepting in
very exceptional cases, and in one instance only have
two-roomed houses been agreed to. Endeavour has
been made where possible to have houses provided
with larger accommodation than three rooms. The
cost of the houses still remains unfixed owing to
the uncertainty in the rates for wages, cost of
materials, and transport. Much time has been spent
by the Board in considering the various schemes framed
by local authorities for the prevention, detection, and
treatment of tuberculosis. The number of institutions
approved at the close of the year for the treatment of
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tuberculosis was 118, being 96 sanatoriums and hospitals
and 22 tuberculosis dispensaries. The number of beds
was 2694, being 1 per 1767 of the population. Arrange-
ments for domiciliary treatment continue as before, but
the amount allowed per patient for expenditure on
medical comforts has been raised from 7s. to 10s. weekly.
Scarcity of labour and rise in costs have deterred local
authorities from proceeding rapidly with their plans,
and the time allowed by the Treasury for the submission
of these has been extended. The original grant of t60
per bed in respect of new buildings has been increased
to J6180 in the period under review. There does not
appear to be any drop in the number of discharged
soldiers requiring institutional treatment for tuber-
culosis. The arrangements made provide for priority of
treatment, and except in cases where treatment was
refused, a suitable period of residence in a sanatorium
or hospital has been provided. School medical services
suffered severely as the result of the war, but with the
return of normal conditions rapid development is

expected. These services deal with a total school
population of about 850,000. Of these about one-third
are systematically examined annually, while a large
number are examined as special cases in addition. The
Board has in course of preparation a memorandum on
school health administration which it proposes to
issue to school authorities at an early date. A
central register of the blind is now almost
complete, and statistics are in course of prepara-
tion showing the country, age, occupation, income,
and cause of blindness, of all blind persons in Scotland.
The number of Approved Societies in Scotland at the
close of 1919 was 240, having a total membership on
July 1st, 1918, of 1,533,923. A careful scrutiny of official
audits continues to be made with a view to pressing
societies to -remedy defects disclosed. There is a

notable improvement in the bookkeeping of the smaller
units. Eleven out of 72 Scottish societies have net defici-
encies, while of 25 international societies with head
offices in Scotland 6 have net deficiencies. Taking all
97 societies together, there is an excess of 632,000 of
total surpluses over total deficiencies.

Sir James Mackenzie has been appointed Honorary
Physician to the King in Scotland, in the room of Sir
Thomas Richard Fraser, deceased.

RESTRICTION OF THE OPIUM TRAFFIC.-The
Edinburgh Anti-Opium Committee, formed for the purpose
of promoting the objects of the Hague International Opium
Convention, states in a. pamphlet just circulated that the
friends of the anti-opium cause had for years been expecting
that when the Hague Convention came into operation the
opium traffic in India and all over the world would cease,
except for legitimate-i.e., medicinal-purposes. But a

letter dated June 26th from the India Office and signed for
the Secretary of the Revenue and Statistics Department,
contained the passage :-
" 
The Government of India do not admit that the opium used in

India, or exported, is abused’; they do not consider it advisable
to limit the export of opium from India to the amount required
solely for medicinal’ purposes; and they do not accept the sugges-
tion [that India should prohibit the export of opium in order to
force, or to attempt to force, the countries which now receive their
supplies from India to abandon their present opium policy. In
this connexion, I am to point out that the Hague Convention con-
templates, and provides for, the use of opium for other than purely
medicinal purposes; it does not stigmatise the use of opium for
such purposes as an abuse’; and it places the responsibility for
regulating the import of the drug, and the derivatives, upon the
importing country."
The Edinburgh Anti-Opium Committee, which has Dr.

A. H. F. Barbour as chairman of its executive, has replied
by passing the following resolution, copies of which have
been sent to the Prime Minister and to the various heads of
the departments concerned :-
" The Committee thank the Government for the prompt intro-

duction of the Dangerous Drugs Bill, and trust that facilities will
be given for its speedily becoming law ; they, however, desiderate
in it a more definite restriction of both raw opium’ and morphia
and cocaine to medical requirements, which they believe to, be the
intention of the Hague Articles, when taken as a whole ; they also
trust that the provisions of the Bill will be extended to India and
other Eastern Dependencies, according to the terms of the declara-
tion of the British signatories at the Hague, which says, ’The
Articles of the present Convention shall apply to British India,
Ceylon, the Straits Settlements, Hong-Kong, and Wei-hai-Wei, in
every respect in the same way as they shall apply to the United
Kingdom and Ireland.’ "


